Psalm and Readings Tuesday 14th October 2025

Psalm 73

Truly God is good to the upright,
to those who are pure in heart.

But as for me, my feet had almost stumbled;
my steps had nearly slipped.

For | was envious of the arrogant;
| saw the prosperity of the wicked.

For they have no pain;
their bodies are sound and sleek.
They are not in trouble as others are;
they are not plagued like other people.
Therefore pride is their necklace;
violence covers them like a garment.
Their eyes swell out with fatness;
their hearts overflow with follies.
They scoff and speak with malice;
loftily they threaten oppression.
They set their mouths against heaven,
and their tongues range over the earth.

Therefore the people turn and praise them,
and find no fault in them.
And they say, ‘How can God know?
Is there knowledge in the Most High?’
Such are the wicked;
always at ease, they increase in riches.
Allin vain | have kept my heart clean
and washed my hands in innocence.
For all day long | have been plagued,
and am punished every morning.

If I had said, ‘I will talk on in this way’,
| would have been untrue to the circle of your

children.

But when | thought how to understand this,
it seemed to me a wearisome task,

until I went into the sanctuary of God;
then | perceived their end.

Truly you set them in slippery places;
you make them fall to ruin.

How they are destroyed in a moment,
swept away utterly by terrors!

They are like a dream when one awakes;
on awaking you despise their phantoms.

When my soul was embittered,
when | was pricked in heart,
| was stupid and ignorant;
| was like a brute beast towards you.

Nevertheless | am continually with you;

you hold my right hand.
You guide me with your counsel, and afterwards
you will receive me with honour.
Whom have | in heaven but you?

And there is nothing on earth that | desire
other than you.
My flesh and my heart may fail, but God is the
strength of my heart and my portion for ever.

Indeed, those who are far from you will perish;
you put an end to those who are false to you.
But for me it is good to be near God;
| have made the Lord God my refuge,
to tell of all your works.

2 Chronicles 10:1 - 11:4

Rehoboam went to Shechem, for all Israel had
come to Shechem to make him king. When
Jeroboam son of Nebat heard of it (for he was in
Egypt, where he had fled from King Solomon),
then Jeroboam returned from Egypt. They sent
and called him; and Jeroboam and all Israel came
and said to Rehoboam, ‘Your father made our
yoke heavy. Now therefore lighten the hard
service of your father and his heavy yoke that he
placed on us, and we will serve you.” He said to
them, ‘Come to me again in three days.” So the
people went away.

Then King Rehoboam took counsel with the older
men who had attended his father Solomon while
he was still alive, saying, ‘How do you advise me
to answer this people?’ They answered him, ‘If
you will be kind to this people and please them,
and speak good words to them, then they will be
your servants for ever.” But he rejected the advice
that the older men gave him, and consulted the
young men who had grown up with him and now
attended him. He said to them, ‘What do you
advise that we answer this people who have said
to me, “Lighten the yoke that your father put on
us”?’ The young men who had grown up with him
said to him, ‘Thus should you speak to the people
who said to you, “Your father made our yoke
heavy, but you must lighten it for us”; tell them,
“Mly little finger is thicker than my father’s loins.
Now, whereas my father laid on you a heavy
yoke, | will add to your yoke. My father



disciplined you with whips, but | will discipline
you with scorpions.””

So Jeroboam and all the people came to
Rehoboam the third day, as the king had said,
‘Come to me again the third day.” The king
answered them harshly. King Rehoboam rejected
the advice of the older men; he spoke to them in
accordance with the advice of the young men,
‘My father made your yoke heavy, but | will add
to it; my father disciplined you with whips, but |
will discipline you with scorpions.” So the king did
not listen to the people, because it was a turn of
affairs brought about by God so that the Lord
might fulfil his word, which he had spoken by
Ahijah the Shilonite to Jeroboam son of Nebat.

When all Israel saw that the king would not listen
to them, the people answered the king,

‘What share do we have in David?

We have no inheritance in the son of Jesse.
Each of you to your tents, O Israel!

Look now to your own house, O David.’

So all Israel departed to their tents. But
Rehoboam reigned over the people of Israel who
were living in the cities of Judah. When King
Rehoboam sent Hadoram, who was taskmaster
over the forced labour, the people of Israel
stoned him to death. King Rehoboam hurriedly
mounted his chariot to flee to Jerusalem. So Israel
has been in rebellion against the house of David
to this day.

When Rehoboam came to Jerusalem, he
assembled one hundred and eighty thousand
chosen troops of the house of Judah and
Benjamin to fight against Israel, to restore the
kingdom to Rehoboam. But the word of the Lord
came to Shemaiah the man of God: Say to King
Rehoboam of Judah, son of Solomon, and to all
Israel in Judah and Benjamin, ‘Thus says the Lord:
You shall not go up or fight against your kindred.
Let everyone return home, for this thing is from
me.’” So they heeded the word of the Lord and
turned back from the expedition against
Jeroboam.

Mark 14:12-25

On the first day of Unleavened Bread, when the
Passover lamb is sacrificed, his disciples said to
him, ‘Where do you want us to go and make the

preparations for you to eat the Passover?’ So he
sent two of his disciples, saying to them, ‘Go into
the city, and a man carrying a jar of water will
meet you; follow him, and wherever he enters,
say to the owner of the house, “The Teacher asks,
Where is my guest room where | may eat the
Passover with my disciples?” He will show you a
large room upstairs, furnished and ready. Make
preparations for us there.” So the disciples set out
and went to the city, and found everything as he
had told them; and they prepared the Passover
meal.

When it was evening, he came with the twelve.
And when they had taken their places and were
eating, Jesus said, ‘Truly | tell you, one of you will
betray me, one who is eating with me.’ They
began to be distressed and to say to him one
after another, ‘Surely, not I?’ He said to them, ‘It
is one of the twelve, one who is dipping bread
into the bowl with me. For the Son of Man goes
as it is written of him, but woe to that one by
whom the Son of Man is betrayed! It would have
been better for that one not to have been born.’

While they were eating, he took a loaf of bread,
and after blessing it he broke it, gave it to them,
and said, ‘Take; this is my body.” Then he took a
cup, and after giving thanks he gave it to them,
and all of them drank from it. He said to them,
‘This is my blood of the covenant, which is poured
out for many. Truly | tell you, | will never again
drink of the fruit of the vine until that day when |
drink it new in the kingdom of God.’

The Collect of the Day

Almighty God,

you have made us for yourself,

and our hearts are restless till they find their rest
inyou:

pour your love into our hearts and draw us to
yourself,

and so bring us at last to your heavenly city
where we shall see you face to face;

through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord,

who is alive and reigns with you,

in the unity of the Holy Spirit,

one God, now and for ever.



